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Annual Meeting 
March 24- 25, 2017
Omni Grove Park Inn, Asheville, NC

Friday, March 24
3:00-4:00 pm Exhibitor Set-up
4:00-7:00 pm Registration Open
4:00-6:00 pm  Welcome Reception/Exhibits
6:00-7:00 pm  The Evolution To Minimally Invasive Epilepsy Surgery
 Jonathan C. Edwards, MD

Objectives
Upon completion of this session, the participant should:

• Identify the concept of “marginal decision making” regarding 
risks and benefits of epilepsy surgery, compared to non-
surgical options

• Differentiate between HD-EEG and other non-invasive 
techniques

• Be able to identify the advantages and disadvantages of 
minimally invasive “Stereo-EEG” compared to conventional 
invasive intracranial monitoring

• Recognize the growing role of minimally invasive laser ablation 
surgery, compared to open resective epilepsy surgery

7:30-9:00 pm Dinner Presentation – Deep Brain Stimulation 
 Therapy - A primer for Referring Physicians, 
 Priyantha Herath, MD, PhD 

Objectives
Upon completion of this session, the participant should:

• Identify the principles of Deep Brain Stimulation therapy for 
movement disorders

• Utilize a referral algorithm and appropriate patient selection
• Understand the evidence of therapeutic efficacy of DBS and 

future directions 

Saturday, March 25 
7:00 am-1:00 pm Registration Open
7:00 am-1:00 pm Exhibits Open
7:00-7:45 am Breakfast Buffet/Exhibits/
 Resident Poster Presentations

Schedule of Events



8:00-9:00 am Update On Myasthenia Gravis, James Howard, MD

Objectives
Upon completion of this session, the participant should:

• Acquire a broad overview of Myasthenia Gravis
• Identify a diagnostic approach to the disease
• Assess current treatment strategies and potential risks
• Utilize clinical tools to monitor disease
• Identify emerging therapies for Myasthenia Gravis

9:00-10:00 am Psychogenic Movement Disorders, Mark Hallett, MD

Objective
Upon completion of this session, the participant should:

• Be able to recognize psychogenic (functional) movement 
disorders and distinguish them from organic neurological 
disorders

10:00-10:30 am Refreshment Break/Poster Presentations/Exhibits

10:30-11:30 am HIV Neurology Update, 
 Nagagopal Venna, MD, MRCP

Objectives
Upon completion of this session, the participant should:

• Have a broad overview of neurological manifestations of     
HIV infection

• Utilize the most common neurological disorders seen in 
current era of HIV treatment

• Identify and manage common HIV neurological syndromes: 
HIV neuropathies; I HIV associated cognitive disorders

• Identify changing patterns of PML associated with HIV 
• Stroke in HIV

11:30 am-12:30 pm The Business of Medicine, J. Todd Barnes, MBA

Objectives 
Upon completion of this session, the participant should:

• Be able to evaluate and assess current trends in 
compensation and productivity

• Be able to discuss current payer trends
• Be able to prepare for the changing Medicare reimbursement 

methodology
• Be able to develop a plan of action for the future

12:30-12:45 pm Lunch, Business Meeting & Poster                           
 Presentation Awards



Jonathan C. Edwards, MD
Dr. Edwards earned an MD from Wake Forest University. He completed his 
residency at the University of Maryland followed by a fellowship in Epilepsy 
and Clinical Neurophysiology at The Cleveland Clinic.
Dr. Edwards joined the MUSC faculty in 2007 as Director of the Compre-
hensive Epilepsy Center. As an epileptologist, Dr. Edwards’ clinical interests 
include epilepsy treatment, clinical neurophysiology, neuro-stimulation, epi-
lepsy surgery, neurological education, and functional brain mapping. His re-
search interests include new treatments for epilepsy, epilepsy imaging, and 
improving access to care for patients with epilepsy. Dr. Edwards has served 
on the scientific committee of several organizations, including the American 
Clinical Neurophysiology Society, and has been a Board Member and Exam-
iner for the American Board of Clinical Neurophysiology and for ABRET. 

Priyantha Herath, MD, PhD 
Dr. Herath is originally from Sri Lanka. He graduated from the University of 
Peradeniya with Honors, and then went on to obtain a PhD in Neuroscience 
from the prestigious Nobel Institute of the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, 
Sweden. His work focused on vivo brain imaging of humans involved in high 
level dual tasking. This work was followed by an internship in Psychiatry, 
and a residency in Neurology at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Cen-
ter. Following his residency, he was a Clinical Fellow at the National Institute 
of Health/NINDS, specializing in movement disorders. During this time, he 
worked on in vivo MR spectroscopic imaging in search for how neurotrans-
mitters might be turning over in adult human brains with movement disorders. 
Dr. Herath then completed an advanced Fellowship in Movement disorders 
at the University of Maryland. His research interests include how to study 
neurotransmitter turnover in adult human brains with movement disorders, 
and mapping of brain plasticity in adults who exercise. 

James Howard, MD
Dr. Howard is a distinguished Professor of Neuromuscular Disease, Profes-
sor of Neurology and Medicine and Chief of the Neuromuscular Disorders 
Section. He received his neurological training at the University of Virginia in 
Charlottesville and his Neuromuscular-EMG Fellowship at the same institu-
tion. He has an international reputation in Myasthenia Gravis and quantita-
tive EMG techniques. Dr. Howard is Board Certified in Neurology and the 
American Board of Electrodiagnostic Medicine and is a current member of the 
American Neurological Association, American Academy of Neurology, Ameri-
can Association of Neuromuscular and Electro diagnostic Medicine, New York 
Academy of Sciences and the Society for Neuroscience.

Mark Hallett, MD
Dr. Hallett is the President of the International Federation of Clinical Neuro-
physiology. He is now the Chief of the Human Motor Control Section, National 
Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke, National Institutes of Health, 
Bethesda, Maryland.  From 1976 to 1984, Dr. Hallett was the Chief of the 
Clinical Neurophysiology Laboratory at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
and Harvard Medical School.  From 1984, he was at the National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and Stroke where he also served as Clinical Director 
until July 2000.  He is past President of the American Association of Neu-
romuscular and Electrodiagnostic Medicine and the International Parkinson 
and Movement Disorder Society.  He has served as Editor of Clinical Neu-
rophysiology. His work mainly deals with principles of motor control and the 
pathophysiology of movement disorders.  

Nagagopal Venna, MD, MRCP
Dr. Venna has been a neurologist at Massachusetts General Hospital-Har-
vard Medical School since 1997, following Internal Medicine training in Ire-
land and residency and 18 years as a faculty member at the Neurological 
Unit of Boston City Hospital-BU School of Medicine in the tutelage of dozens 
of clinical neurology. Throughout this time, Dr. Venna has immersed himself 
in the care of patients with a wide range of neurological disorders and in the 
teaching and training of neurologists.

J. Todd Barnes, MBA
Todd Barnes has been a Departmental Business Administrator for the past 
16 years at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center in the De-
partments of Neurology and Neurosurgery. He holds a Master’s Degree in 
Business Administration and is a Certified Medical Practice Executive. He 
directly oversees the entire Neurosurgery administrative and clinical enter-
prise as well as the administrative aspects of Neurology, and helps oversee 
the Neurology clinic. Barnes is also a past President of the Neurosciences 
Administrators Assembly of the MGMA. He is also very active in NERVES, a 
neurosurgery administrators group affiliated with the CSNS, AANS, and CNS 
and has served as the group’s President in the very recent past. Barnes also 
has been involved with the QOD quality and outcomes database from very 
early in its development and has served as the co-chair of the Business Com-
mittee under the Operations Committee, and still serves on the Operations 
Committee.

Registration Form

Name and Credentials:
Address:
Phone:
Email:
Guest Name (if attending Friday Reception): 

q $150 for SC Non-Members or Out-of-State Neurologists (includes  
        one-year’s membership)
q $100 Renewing Members (includes one-year’s membership 
         for SC Neurologists)
q $0 for Current Members, Neurology Residents, and Fellows 

I PLAN TO ATTEND:
q FRIDAY: Welcome Reception - Guests, Partners & Exhibitors            
        Invited (2 tickets included in registration)
q FRIDAY: Scientific Sessions & Dinner 
q SATURDAY: Breakfast
q SATURDAY: Scientific Sessions
q SATURDAY: Luncheon & Business Meeting
Payment: (Checks payable to SCNA)
q Check Enclosed    q Payment Made Online at www.scneuro.org

Total Amount:  $ _____________

Speaker Information

Mail Registration Form to: 
SCNA 1215 Anthony Avenue 

Columbia, SC 29201



1215 Anthony Avenue 
Columbia, SC 29201

www.scneuro.org

Annual Meeting 
March 24-25, 2017
Omni Grove Park Inn, Asheville, NC

Hotel Information
Conference Venue: Omni Grove Park Inn, 290 Macon Avenue, Asheville, NC 28804

Parking
Valet: Guests can drive up to the main entrance at The Omni Grove Park Inn and be 
assisted by a valet for $22 for overnight guests and $15 for day guests. 
Garage: Garage parking is available to our day and overnight guests. The first (3) 
hours are complimentary, 3 – 6 hours is $10 and 6 – 24 hours is $15.

Sleeping Rooms
A block of rooms is being held at the Omni Grove Park Inn at a discounted rate of 
$289 per night plus taxes. Rooms may be reserved by contacting Reservations at 
(800) 438-5800 and referencing the SC Neurological Association or online by visiting 
www.scneuro.org. The discounted rate is available until February 7, 2017.
Overflow Hotel: A block of rooms is available at the new Hilton Garden Inn Asheville 
Downtown (309 College Street, Asheville, North Carolina, 28801). SCNA participants 
will receive a special rate of $289 per night plus taxes. The block of rooms is being 
held until Friday, February 24, 2017. Reservations may be made by calling the 
hotel at (828) 255-0001 and referencing the Group Code SCN or online at www.
hiltongardeninn3.hilton.com (locate hotel and reference SCN). Parking at the Hilton 
Garden Inn is $6 per day
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